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Welcome to the 84th year of ski jumping in Salis-
bury. The weekend will span three days that include a 
night jump on Friday, February 5. Saturday, the 6th, 
begins with Junior jumping on our 20 and 30 meter 
hills followed by Ice Carving on the White Hart Green 
and an afternoon competition on the 65 meter hill. 
Sunday concludes our weekend with morning train-
ing on the large hill and official competition in the 
afternoon. There will plenty of action for all to enjoy 
throughout the weekend!

Eighty-four years of ski jumping is a very long 
dedication to a sport within a small town. Since its 
beginning, SWSA has operated with a very low key 
presence. Volunteers too numerous to mention have 
put relentless energy, sweat, ingenuity, and countless 
hours into this facility and the promotion of this event 
and the sport. During the last 20 years we have all 
worked very hard to save as much money as possible 
to update our facility and equipment used to continue 
this rich tradition. 

As we updated things such as electricity, snow 
making equipment, staircases and much, much more, 
we have always looked up the hill and said, “Someday 
we need to build a new tower.” The present, ‘50s-style 
tower, though structurally sound, has never been 
adapted to the dramatic engineering and ski technol-
ogy improvements in the world of ski jumping . 

We at SWSA realize that having the only 65 meter 
hill in the East puts us in a very important position 
for training young jumpers in the transition to the 
larger 90 meter hills in such places as Lake Placid 
Olympic Park and the newly renovated Harris Hill in 
Brattleboro,Vermont. Many of you would not realize 
how important this transition is, as jumping is a pro-
gression from 10 meter to 120 meter hills. Jumping is 
a step-by-step process—from 10 and 20 meter jumps 
to those of 120 meters--in which Salisbury’s 65 meter 
hill plays an enormous role. It was clear to us that this 
venue needs to be a continuing place for ski education. 

A second factor gave consideration of a new tower 
special urgency. 

Last spring at the annual Eastern Ski Jumping 
Committee Meeting the question was put forth as to 
which club in the eastern US would be willing to host 
the 2011 US Junior Ski Jumping and Nordic Com-
bined Olympics.
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Ice Carving Competition
The conditions were almost perfect for the 7th 

Annual Salisbury Ice Carving Competition held 
last February 9th, the Saturday of the ski jumps, 
on the green of the White Hart Inn. A light snow 
fell throughout the day to add a visual wintry 
touch, and the lack of sunshine (ice’s mortal en-
emy) helped preserve the competitors’ 300-pound 
ice blocks. But the 34-degree temperature softened 
the ice enough to make it difficult for the carvers 
to fashion sharp details in their sculptures. Still, 
the finished works were spectacular in both the 
amateur and professional divisions.

In the increasingly competitive amateur divi-
sion, Justin Reich from Newington, Conn. cap-
tured third place with his “Surfing Penguins”. 
Hometown favorite Jean Saliter took second place 
with her “Lombardi Trophy” and also won the 
People’s Choice Award. Howard Freeman from 
East Hartford, Conn., won first place honors with 
his “Lighthouse View” sculpture.

The sculptures in the professional division 

never cease to amaze. Fourth place honors went to 
J.P. Hedbavney from Branchville, N.J. (J.P. is also 
co-chairman of the competition) with his “Flying 
Geese.” Gary Costa from Burlington, Conn., a con-
sistent top-three finisher, took third place with “Bal-
ancing Pixie.” “Thor” was the title of the sculpture 
by second-place winner 
Richard Daley from Mas-
tic Beach, N.Y. And Chad 
Gasiorek from Shohola, 
Pa., won first place with 
“Fighting Eagles.”

The annual ice carv-
ing competition is made 
possible through the 
generosity of lead spon-
sor Klemm Real Estate, 
as well as the White Hart 
Inn, the Salisbury Winter 
Sports Association and 
Trimp Ice Art.

By Willie Hallihan
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Chad gasiorek puts the finishing touches on his first 
place winning “fighting Eagles”.

2 Letter from the President

SWSA’s Leap into the Future of Jumping
There are two hills big enough to be 

considered for this event, one in New 
Hampshire and ours here in Salisbury. 
Our 65 meter jump meets the size 
requirement, however the shape of 
our “old style” tower and judges stand 
do not measure up. This event rotates 
throughout the country every four 
years. It has bypassed the East many 
times for lack of facilities. With that in 
mind, the wheels started turning, and 
we wondered: Is this the time to move 
SWSA to the next level and continue 
our presence and education for genera-
tions to come? The group started to 
research the particulars of the event 
and what was involved to accomplish 
this undertaking.

At the SWSA board meeting follow-
ing the annual meeting of the Eastern 
Ski Jumping Committee, we asked our-
selves, “Are we ready to do this?”. With 

very limited discussion, there was a unanimous vote to 
go ahead with the process needed to host the JO’s and 
complete a task that we all have wanted to accomplish.

Our first step was to apply  to the US Ski and 
Snowboard Association to host the Junior Olympics. 
Approximately 60-80 jumpers, coaches and family 
members attend these events and logistics become 
an essential part of being the host. We needed to line 
up restaurants, hotels, and surrounding ski areas to 
host the cross country portion of the event. USSA and 
committee members agreed that Salisbury fit their 
criteria. Our jump did not. We agreed that it was time 
to keep moving not only for the JO’s but for the club’s 
perpetuity. 

SWSA immediately turned to the engineer that 
had designed the new 90 meter tower in Brattleboro, 
Vermont. After a four-month exchange of questions 
and answers between SWSA and the engineer, we 
finally had a product that everyone agreed on. Our 
next step—over many meetings—was to prepare a 
bidding package to send to contractors: Five sent re-
turned bids. Again, after many meetings SWSA chose 
Churchill Brothers LLC of Sharon, Connecticut, as the 
winning bidder. Rafe and Seth Churchill, the two prin-
cipals of the company, have been great supporters of 
our program and are a great fit for the scope of work. 

At this point a capital campaign became our next 
task. We have a formed a campaign advisory  com-
mittee and a campaign gifts committee to achieve 
complete construction. They will guide us through the 
steps to reach our goal: $700,000. This amount will 
pay for our jump tower, judges’ tower and the excava-
tion needed on the landing hill. As we move ahead 
we will be asking for donations from all. I would 
personally like to thank all who decide to help in this 
historic event. The centerfold of this program shows 
the tower design and a range of donation options.  
Large or small, all donations are extremely important 
and needed. Again, thank you for any support you can 
give. The JO’s are only one part of this project. The 
continuation of our programs and the small-town ski-
jumping tradition are equally important.

The work on the new jump didn’t prevent us from 
carrying on with SWSA’s growing list of activities and 
events. There were countless hours of basic mainte-
nance of the present ski hill and preparation for the 

Jane Lloyd Fundraiser as well as SWSA’s golf tourna-
ment. With summer’s end, the maintenance continued 
and our Ski Swap was right around the corner. SWSA 
donates the proceeds from this to Salisbury Central 
School and is able to underwrite their downhill ski 
program at nearby Catamount Ski Area. Children 
are provided transportation and lift passes as well as 
equipment and lessons in this program. SWSA also 
contributed $1,250 to neighboring North Canaan 
Elementary School to provide equipment for young 
skiers. All of us here at SWSA are delighted to help 
promote the sport and local programs.  

As we have gone through a busier year than nor-
mal, I would like to thank the directors and scores of 
volunteers for their dedication and endless hours of 
work! We will be able to look back and be very proud 
of all we will have been able to accomplish. As always, 
sponsors and advertisers for our events throughout 
the year are truly important to our continuation as 
well. From everyone at SWSA thank you for your an-
nual support!!!

I don’t want to end this letter without mentioning 
the passing of SWSA’s great friend, “Bam” Whitbeck.
He gave an enormous part of his life to this club. We 
would all have enjoyed seeing Bam in the large crowds 
at the base of the hill looking up at a new tower. He 
will now be able to look down on the hill — and be 
very proud that we continue what he and many others 
worked hard to preserve in this small town he loved so 
much.

Ken Barker
President
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